UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
11.  Christian Living in Family Relationships 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 5:21 – 6:9
THEME:  	The filling and control of the Holy Spirit lead Christians to be mutually submissive with humility in the context of social roles.

INTRODUCTION 
Having explored the major differences between behavior by the church and our culture, Paul now moves us to consider the differences in the world of relationship.  What about relationships between husbands and wives, parent and child, slaves and free?  How do we live our new lives as Christians in a non-Christian society?
The key to understanding this whole section of scripture (Ephesians 5:22 – 6:9) centers on understanding Ephesians 5:21.  The key to unity in the body, unity in the family, and unity in work relationships centers on submission – mutual submission.  This whole concept of submitting within the framework of societal roles and relationships can be troubling and is often misunderstood.
Sadly, whenever we move into this area of authority, we tend to emphasize the ‘rights’ of the superior to control or influence the subordinate.  By beginning with verse 21, we discover that Paul immediately shows that control is not the frame of reference.  The focal point is “out of reverence for Christ.”  Reverence for Christ means loving one another as Christ loved us.  It means having the same attitude of Christ as he humbled Himself to become a servant. (Phil. 2:5,7)  By maintaining an attitude of loving concern for one another strips authority of its rights, and also strips submission of its humiliation.  The underlying thought is that both authority and submission are not to be viewed as control and humiliation, but as providing different opportunities to serve using Christ as our example. The husband’s authority over his wife provides him opportunities to serve her.  The wife’s submission to her husband provides her opportunities to serve him.  Each person’s value exists apart from the role.  The slave is just as important to God as the master; the child as the parent; and the woman as the man.  The Christian view of authority and submission shifts the focus completely from power to service.  Isn’t this exactly what Jesus did when he took on human flesh and humbled Himself?

I.  SURRENDERD LOVE BY WIVES		Eph. 5:22-24
1. 	How should spirit-controlled believers relate to one another?  Eph. 5:21

2.	How does the relationship between Christ and the church help explain what Paul mean here by “submission?”  Eph. 5:22


· Using Christ’s attitude toward God the Father (in Phil. 2:5-8), what further lessons can we learn about submission?

3.	From what you have learned thus far, how would you define submission from a Biblical point of view?  Compare it with a dictionary’s definition.

4.	Would a wife’s submission to her husband be that of servility or deference?  Explain.

5.	From a Biblical point of view, who established authority and why do you think he did so?  Rom. 13:1-2

6.	What outward actions and inner attitudes should a wife mirror if her submission is to resemble that of the church?  Eph. 4:22-24, 29; 6:2; Phil. 2:5-7

7.	Wives are told to submit; children are told to obey.  Is there a difference between submission and obedience?  Explain.
		
II.  SACRIFICIAL LOVE BY HUSBANDS	Eph. 5:25-33
1. 	What are husbands told to do in Ephesians 5:25?

· What did Christ do to show His love for the church?  Eph. 5:25-27

2.	What do you learn concerning a husband’s love for his wife from Ephesians 5:25-29?

· What should be the husband’s focus?
· Why would unselfishness and an attitude of humility be essential in a Christian marriage?

3.	What key principle must husbands keep in mind in loving their wives?  	     Eph. 5:28-30; Gen. 2:22-24

4.	In summary, what are the responsibilities of the husband and wife toward each other?  Eph. 5:33


III.  SENSITIVE LOVE BY PARENTS AND CHILDREN		Eph. 6:1-4
1. 	What two responsibilities do children have toward their parents?  Eph. 6:1-2

· How would you differentiate between the two?



· Why should children obey their parents?  Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20



· What does it mean to “honor your father and mother?”

2.	Compare Ephesians 6:3 with Deuteronomy 20:12.  How is the promise different?


· Think about where you place the emphasis – on “long life” or on “the land the Lord is giving you.”  How could you apply this promise or warning practically when viewed in both instances?


3.	What does it mean to bring up children in the Lord without exasperating them?  Eph. 6:4

IV.  SERVANT LOVE BY EMPLOYERS	 AND EMPLOYEES		Eph. 6:5-9
1. 	Because there was much slavery in his day, Paul addresses Christian slaves and their Christian masters. Who do you think these statements could apply to in our society?

· What instructions does Paul give to Christian slaves?  Eph. 6:5


2.	How could slaves serve the Lord while working for their masters?  Eph. 6:5-7

· What promise from the Lord does Paul pass on to encourage them?            Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:23-24



· What impact might this Christian attitude have in the work place?


3. 	What instructions did the Holy Spirit lead Paul to write to Christian masters of slaves?  Eph. 6:9

· Why did Paul warn owners against abusing their slaves?  Eph. 6:9

4.	What basic principles in Christian living in the workplace do you discover in Ephesians 6:5-9?





CONCLUSION
How refreshing and freeing it is to realize that my value and worth as a person rests on why I am in Christ, and that my position in the world as a husband, a wife, a parent, a child, an employee or an employer simply defines my opportunities to serve.  My attitude in serving is to be like Christ and to serve Him in all that I do.
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