A STUDY OF EPHESIANS
Understanding Who We Are As the Church


INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

Ephesians is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to a congregation (or possibly a group of churches) established by him.  In Acts 19 it tells the story of the events that occurred on one of Paul’s later missionary journeys when he preached the Gospel in Ephesus.
It is believed that the converted Jews in the early churches were inclined to be exclusive by separating themselves from their Gentile brethren.  This situation in the church of Ephesus may have led to Paul writing this letter.  It probably was written in Rome between 60 and 64 A.D.  The main theme is God’s formation of the church and its unity, especially between Jew and Gentile believers.
Paul’s vision of the church is not that of some institution with a highly organized structure, elaborate buildings, and levels of authority.  Paul shows that the church is not some ‘after-thought’ of God (because the Jews failed to recognize their Messiah) but rather it was central to God’s plan of redemption from the beginning of time.  The church is a living organism with its life beginning as a promise held in the womb of the Israelite nation.  With the birth of Jesus came the fulfillment of God’s plan to bring a sinful humanity back to a right relationship with a holy God – to be shared with all humanity.
Finding its life in the death and resurrection of Jesus, the church – as a living organism, the Body of Christ – shows itself as a family, a holy and living temple, and the new dwelling place of God.  It reveals a glory in the living personalities of His members who share in the life of Christ.  It far outshines the glory of stone buildings and cathedrals functioning as Christ’s presence in the world today.
The first three chapters of Ephesians explains the divine origin of the church; the plan and process of salvation by which believers are incorporated into the church; and the divine mysteries of God’s purpose to include both Jews and Gentiles.  The final three chapters show what this divine plan calls for in terms of practical living.
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