UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
2.  The Consecration of the Body

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 1:15-23
THEME:  	God’s plan, purpose and power of the church must be understood and appreciated.

INTRODUCTION 
I’m sure there are times when each of us struggles to know how to pray and what to pray for.  Predominantly our prayers focus on healing for sick friends and requesting help from God in situations that seem beyond our capabilities to handle.  But, prayer can be so much more than this.  Prayer can be exalting God in His majesty – as modeled in many of the Psalms of David.  Life changing prayer can consist of confession of sin to God and also statements of reflective remembrances in which we give thanks to God for His blessings.
We can learn so much more about prayer and how to pray for ourselves, as well as how to direct our intercession for others, by studying prayers in the Bible.  Paul’s prayer in this section of Ephesians offers a wonderful example of what to pray for regarding one’s own maturity in Christ and how to pray for the spiritual maturity of fellow Christians.
Having just expressed some stunning insights regarding the divine foundations of the church through the plan of God the Father, the redemption through Christ the Son, and the application of the Holy Spirit, Paul is humbled as he prays for the spiritual welfare of the Ephesian believers.  What did Paul ask?  These verses tell us of some distinct marks of the Christian.  In this prayer, Paul identifies and prays for important characteristics of individual believers and also for the corporate body – the Church of Jesus Christ.
As you carefully study this section, thank God for Paul’s model prayer.  Ask the Lord, by the power of the Holy Spirit within you to give you these marks or traits as well as for other believers.

I.  CONCERN FOR PERSONAL GROWTH		Eph. 1:15-17
1. 	What motivated Paul to pray for the Ephesian Christians?   Eph. 1:14-15


· What behavioral evidence of the believers gave Paul inspiration to pray? 	 Eph. 1:15-16
· Knowing that Paul was in prison at this time, what does Ephesians 1:15-16 tell you about the man?


2.	What specifically did the Apostle ask God to give to the Ephesian Christians?   Eph. 1:17


· Where does the wisdom to know and understand spiritual things come from?  Prov. 2:2-7; II Tim. 3:15; Ja. 1:5


· What is our part in obtaining this understanding?  Does it come automatically?  Reflect on the verbs found in Proverbs 2:2-7


3.	What is the purpose of having spiritual wisdom and revelation?  Eph. 1:17


· Is this the desire of your heart?  What commitments are you willing to make?


II.  CONCERN FOR GODLY KNOWLEDGE		Eph. 1:18
1. 	What two things did Paul pray for in Ephesians 1:18?


· What do you suppose it means to have “the eyes of your hearts … enlightened?”  II Cor. 4:6; Heb 6:4-5

· What is the “hope to which God has called us?”		 Col. 1:5; Tit. 2:13; 	  I Pet. 1:3


2.	How would you describe the “riches of His glorious inheritance?”  Acts 20:32; 26:18; Gal 4:7; Tit. 3:7; Heb. 6:17



III.  CONCERN FOR KNOWING GOD’S POWER	Eph. 1:19-20a
1. 	Paul further prays that the Ephesians may know “… God’s incomparably great power for us who believe.”  What does that knowledge consist of?  Eph. 3:20-21; Phil 3:9-11; 4:13; Jn. 15:5; Lu 1:37


2.	By what can we measure the amount of power God has made available to us today?  Eph. 1:20a


· If this is true, how are we to avail ourselves of this kind of power?  II Cor. 12:9-10; Phil. 4:19; Rom. 8:5-8


IV.  CONCERN OVER UNDERSTANDING CHRIST’S POSITION 	 Eph. 1:20b-23
1. 	Following Christ’s resurrection, what is His position?  Eph. 1:20


· Why is this fact important for Christians to understand?  Heb. 7:23-25; 8:1-2; 9:24


2.	What other facts are we to understand about Christ’s ascension?  Eph. 1:21


· How does the knowledge of God’s authority and control make you secure?


· What does Christ’s exalted position say to all the other religions and political powers in the world today?  Phil. 2:9-11


3.	What appointment did God give Christ?  Eph. 1:22


· What should this exalted description of Christ mean to the individual Christian as well as the corporate Body of Christ?


4.	What is the Church’s relationship to Christ?  Eph. 1:22-23


· How should this reality impact us?




CONCLUSION
How does Paul’s prayer challenge you in praying?  For yourself and others?  How would your life as a Christian change if this prayer became real in your life?
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