UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
6.  A Power-Prayer for the Church

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 3:14-21
THEME:  	Praying for believers first centers on knowing who they are in Christ and then to live out that reality

INTRODUCTION 
It is possible to know a great deal about an automobile in terms of how it operates, and yet never use it to go anywhere.  It’s also possible to know very little about an automobile and yet use it every day to travel hundreds of miles.  In much the same way many Christians know a great deal about Biblical doctrines, interpretations, moral standards, promises, warnings, and so on, and yet do not live by these truths.
In the first three chapters the Apostle Paul has laid out some very deep and profound truths about God’s plans, His provisions through Christ, and His purpose for the church.  Beginning in Chapter 4, he is getting ready to explain the particulars of how we live it out as the church.
You will notice that in each section Paul includes a prayer.  In Chapter 1:15-23, having just set forth the amazing and unlimited blessings believers possess in Christ, Paul then prays that these believers will come to fully understand and appreciate their inheritance in Christ.  In this second section, (Ephesians 3:14-27) Paul has just explained the divine mystery of including Gentiles into God’s family as joint heirs with the Jews. He offers a second prayer that these believers will also claim and live out their inheritance.  The first prayer was for believers to know their position and power in Christ.  The second is for them to use it.  It’s a plea to God to activate the believers to live in that power and privilege – and thereby glorify their heavenly Father.
Paul’s prayers serve as a powerful example for us in our prayer life.  When we pray for fellow believers, we need to initially pray that they may fully understand and appreciate who they are in Christ and then, pray for them to live in its reality.

I.  PRAY FOR THE SPIRIT’S POWER		Eph. 3:14-16
1. 	Considering Ephesians 2:19-22, what is the reason for Paul’s prayer?  Eph. 3:1, 14

· Paul kneels in prayer; what is the significance of his posture?  Psa. 95:1-6; Dan. 6:10
2.	‘God the Father’ is father to whom?  Eph. 3:14-15

· How do the following verses help clarify your answer?  Jn. 1:12; 8:42-44; Rom. 8:16-17; Phil. 2:13

3.	What did Paul request of the Father?       Eph. 3:16

· What is significant about being strengthened in one’s inner being with Holy Spirit power?  Rom. 8:4-6; 12:2; II Cor. 4:16; II Tim. 4:17

4.	What are the “glorious riches” through which God strengthens us with power?    Eph. 1:3-10; 2:19-22; I Pet. 1:3-5

· The NIV text says:  “… Out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power….”  But, the Greek text emphasizes:  “… According to His riches ….”  What is the difference?

5.	From what you have learned thus far from Ephesians 3:14-15, what would you expect from the Lord having prayed this prayer?

· How can Christians be strengthened in the “inner being?”  	Gal. 5:16;      II Tim. 3:16-17; I Pet 2:2
· 

II.  PRAY FOR CHRIST’S INDWELLING		Eph. 3:17-19
1. 	What is the purpose of our being strengthened “with power through His Spirit in your inner being?”    Eph. 3:17

· If Christ already indwells us in salvation (Rom. 8:9,11; Col. 1:27) why should we pray for Him to indwell us by faith?  Rom. 8:29; 6:8-9, 11, 19-22

· What does the word “dwell” mean and how does that explain Christ’s presence?  Gal. 2:20


2.	For Christ to be comfortable ‘dwelling’ in us, what can we expect from Him and He from us?  Tit. 2:14; Psa. 139:23-25; Jn. 14:23

· What should it look like for Christ to “dwell in your hearts through faith?”    Gal 5:23-24


3.	How are Christians already “rooted and established in love?”  Eph. 3:17;          Jn. 3:16; 15:12-13; I Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. 5:8

· In using the term “church” who is Paul pointing to in carrying out this responsibility?   I Pet. 2:9-10


4.	What is Paul’s petition in Ephesians 3:18?

· How does Romans 8:37-39 help amplify Christ’s love?

· What does this new four-dimensional love-life of the believer look like?
· Width  	Eph 2:11-8

· Length	Eph. 1:4-5

· Height	Eph. 1:3

· Depth	Eph. 2:1-3
5.	How can the love of Christ surpass knowledge?  Eph. 3:19a; Rom. 11:33-36

III.  PRAY FOR THE FULLNESS OF GOD		Eph. 3:19-21
The inner strengthening of the Holy Spirit leads to the indwelling of Christ, which results in abundant love, which leads to God’s fullness in us.
1. 	What is God’s supreme goal for His Church family?  Eph. 3:19


· What has Paul already revealed to us about the church?  Eph. 1:22-23


2.	In order for believers to experience God’s fullness, what is required of them?     Lu. 9:23; Rom. 12:2


· How do we do that?  Gal. 2:20; Rom. 12:1-3; Eph. 4:22-24



3.	What does Paul tell you about God’s power in the closing of his prayer? 		 Eph. 3:20


4.	When we as Christians allow the Holy Spirit to empower us, Christ to indwell us, His love to master us, and God to fill us with His fullness; what will be the results?  Eph. 3:21




CONCLUSION
Begin to pray this prayer for yourself and others that He may bring you to maturity in Him.
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