UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
7.  God’s Pattern for the Church 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 4:1-16
THEME:  	Only as believers live in unity, respond to gifted leadership, and focus on maturity in Christ will the Church fulfill its ministry.

INTRODUCTION 
For several years, during my seminary training, I became disenchanted with the church.  My experiences left me frustrated and disappointed.  My affiliation with the para-church ministries of the Navigators raised my expectations for personal Bible study, a personal relationship with the Lord, personal evangelism and scripture memory.  I came to believe that since I could do that quite well with other individual Christians, “Who needs the church?”
During my last year in seminary, I took an exegetical study of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  For the first time, as I studied this fascinating book, I became aware that the church is not merely some institution or organization, but a living organism:  the Body of Christ.  Slowly it dawned on me that Christianity is more than individuals having a personal relationship with God through Jesus who look forward to going to heaven.  Ephesians taught me that the church was God’s plan from the very beginning.  It is made up of individuals who were spiritually dead in their trespasses and sins, who God called together from all cultures and different backgrounds to become one family, a community, and dwelling place of God.
This powerful portrait of the church helped me discover my identity in Christ as a member of His Family.  As the first three chapters in Ephesians helped me shape my new self awareness and identity, the following three chapters taught me what that new identity should look like.
We begin in this section by discovering God’s pattern for the church.  Being effective in the call to minister as Christ’s Body requires unity in Christ, a response to gifted leaders who equip believers, and a focus on the goal to mature in Christ.

I.  RETAIN THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT		Eph. 4:1-6
1. 	What qualities does Paul list that characterize “a life worthy of the calling?”   Eph. 4:1


· Do you think there is a difference between “patience” and “forbearance”?  If so, what would it be?

· Why are we to have these qualities?  Matt. 11:29; Rom. 2:4; Eph. 5:1


· How did Christ humble Himself?  Phil. 2:5-8


2.	How do you see the character qualities, listed in verse 2, promoting the unity of the Spirit?  Eph. 4:3
· What does verse 3 tell you about unity?

· What is every Christian’s responsibility to keep it?

· How would you define “make every effort ….?”

3.	In verses 4 – 6 we discover the oneness which the Holy Spirit brings to the church.  Consider each “one” carefully, and briefly explain the essential truth we need to understand.
· One Body   Eph. 1:22-23; 2:16; Col. 1:8

· One Spirit   Jn. 14:16-7; 16:13-15

· One hope	Titus 2:13; I Jn. 3:2-3

· One Lord	I Cor. 8:6; I Tim. 2:5

· One faith	I Cor. 15:1-4; Acts 4:12

· One baptism   I Cor. 12:13

· One God and Father   I Cor. 8:6; Deut 4:35-39

· Personal:  Have you ever experienced a “need to do” what Eph. 4:3 challenges you to do?

II.  RESPOND TO CHRIST’S GIFTS OF LEADERSHIP	Eph. 4:7-12a
1. 	What has Christ apportioned for every believer to receive?  Eph. 4:7

· What word is used in both Eph. 4:7 and Rom. 12:6?  What does it refer to?

· What do these verses tell you about spiritual gifts?

· Explain the process of how this “grace of gifts” was made available by Jesus Christ.  Acts 2:33; I Cor. 12:4, 7, 11


2.	How do Philippians 2:5-11 and Acts 2:33 explain the meaning of 	        Ephesians 4:8-10?
· In what way were people “held captives?”  By whom?

· What is the Good News in Jesus?  Col. 2:13-15

· What captives did Christ set free by his resurrection power?  Matt. 27: 52-53;   II Cor. 5:8; I Pet. 3:18-19


3.	What gifts did Christ bestow upon the church?  Eph. 4:11

· How are these gifts distinguished from the gifts mentioned in Romans 12:6-8?


· How would you define each of these gifted persons and what function did they play in establishing the church?


· What is the primary function of these gifted men?  Eph. 4:11
III.  REACH FOR MATURITY IN CHRIST		Eph. 4:12b-16
1. 	What is the primary purpose for these gifted individuals to equip or to prepare God’s people?  Eph. 4:12a

· How would you define “works of service?”



· What further objective should church leaders strive for?  Eph. 4:12b


2.	What two-fold ultimate objective does Paul identify that results in spiritual maturity?  Eph. 4:13


3.	How important is it that believers are well informed in the scriptural teachings?  Eph. 4:14-15


4.	What does Eph. 4:16 say to an individual who claims he doesn’t need the church?


5.	What are the differences between the unity that already exists in the church (Eph. 4:3-6) and that which we are to strive for? Eph. 4:13-16




CONCLUSION
How does your involvement in Christ’s ministry help believers mature in Christ?  Have you found your place of ministry?  Describe.
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