UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
12.  Christian Boot-Camp Basics 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 6:10-17
THEME:  	With God’s spiritual armor the church will stand strong and advance, in spite of Satan’s attacks.


INTRODUCTION 
Paul concludes this letter with a behind the scenes look and a warning.  There is a spiritual dimension consisting of “principalities and powers” actively struggling against the church.  Even though Satan has been thoroughly defeated at the cross and resurrection of Christ, he goes about as a “roaring lion seeking who he may devour.” ( I Pet.    )  Using World War II language, the death and resurrection of Jesus is like D-Day.  The decisive battle has been won, now the spiritual battle continues until V-Day – total victory.  That day will come when Christ comes again.
In this section Paul’s warning is that all Satan’s energies are focused on shattering the unity and ministry of the church.  The enemy will attempt to cripple the body, introduce dissension into the family and corrupt the holy temple of God.  Against Satan’s attacks, God has equipped the church with His own armor.  “The full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the Devil’s schemes.”  (Eph. 6:11)
As the church, Christians must not view their lives in the world as an existence in which God is there to bless all their efforts so they may enjoy health, wealth, and happiness until He takes them home in death.  No, we must realize that a spiritual or cosmic war is taking place.  Every believer needs to become skilled with the spiritual weapons and defense tactics of a seasoned soldier.  This reality sets the foundation for that grand old gospel hymn:  “Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war ….”  What is most important here in Paul’s description of Christian soldiers is that the armor enables us to stand strong against the attacks on our life together as Christ’s new community in a hostile world.

I.  RECOGNIZE THE SPIRITUAL WARFARE		Eph. 6:10-12
1. 	What does Paul say in Ephesians 6:10 to exhort his audience?

· How are Christians to do that?  Acts 1:8; Col. 3:1-2; Phil. 4:6-7; Heb. 11:33-34; Rom. 4:21; Isa. 43:1-3

· When do we most fully realize the strength the Lord gives?  II Cor. 12:9-10


· How and where does the Christian experience the power of Christ in his life?  Eph. 3:16


2.	What did Paul tell believers to put on and why must they do this?  Eph. 6:11

· What does scripture tell us about Satan’s schemes?  II Cor. 11:3; II Thess. 2:9; II Cor. 4:4; Matt. 4:6-7

· Why does Paul emphasize so strongly the concept of standing?  Eph. 6:11,13,14; Isa. 40:8; I Cor. 10:13; 15:58; 16:13; II Thess. 2:15


3.	What does Paul mean when he categorically states that our fight is not against flesh and blood?  Eph. 6:12; Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:3-5

· What is your understanding of the rulers, authorities, powers of this dark world and the forces of evil?  Matt. 13:38-39; Lu. 9:42; Jn. 8:44; II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6

· From what you have read in Ephesians 2:1-3, 14; 4:14, 17-19, 26; and 5:3-18 how are these forces and powers demonstrated in our lives?


4.	From Ephesians 1:19-21, what do we need to know about the power of Christ in face of these powers?  Rev. 12:10-11

· How does this fact give us hope in our times of struggle and temptation?     Rom. 8:37-39; I Cor. 10:12-13
II.  RELY ON THE SPIRITUAL ARMOR OF GOD	Eph. 6:13-17
1. 	In light of the reality of spiritual warfare, what is Paul’s admonition?  Eph. 6:13;  Rom. 13:12; II Cor. 6:7

· Why do Christians need to put on God’s armor?  Eph. 6:11-13

· What does it mean to “stand your ground?”  Heb. 2:12-13; 4:14-16

2.	What is the first piece of armor we are to put on and how do we put it on? 	        Jn. 14:6; 17:17; Rom. 1:18-20

3.	The second piece of our armor is the breast plate of righteousness.
· What does it protect?  Rom. 1:18-20

· How did Abraham obtain it?  Gen. 15:16

· How do we?  Rom. 4:5; 10:10

4.	What is the third piece of armor?  Eph. 6:15

· What does it do?  Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:15

· What does the reference to our “feet fitted” with it tell us?  II Cor. 5:18-20


5.	Next, Paul urges us to take up the shield of faith.  Against what is this moveable piece of armor protect us?   Eph. 6:16

· What are some darts that Satan would hurl at believers?  Psa. 10:1; 13:1-2; 73:13-14; Matt. 6:13; I Tim. 6:9

6.	Protection for the head was provided for us in the last piece of defensive armor.  What is this piece of equipment called?

· If we have doubts as to our salvation, how will they affect our ability to face our foe?  Jas. 1:6

· How did Paul demonstrate his confidence to Timothy?  II Tim. 1:12


7.	What is the only offensive weapon that God has provided for our battle?  Eph. 6:17

· What is the sword according to Hebrews 4:12?

· How can we train Christians in the use of the Sword of the Spirit?  Psa. 119:9, 11; Jn. 8:31-32; II Tim. 2:14


8.	Paul’s final commands concern prayer.  Why is this important to the believer?


· How does Romans 8:26-27 help you understand Ephesians 6:18?






CONCLUSION
Being the church as the body, family and holy temple of Christ, we must realize that we are at war – spiritual warfare with Satan.  But God has provided us with the resources we need to fight our spiritual battles.  The challenge for us is to be equipped and trained to use them.  Where are you in your spiritual boot-camp training?
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