UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
4.  God’s Amazing Master Plan

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 2:11-22
THEME:  	In creating the church, Christ breaks down people-barriers to form one Body where God lives by His spirit.

INTRODUCTION 
In understanding who we are as the church, we began by discovering that the church is God’s idea.  It’s not an afterthought, not a development from man’s creative thinking.  It was God’s plan from the beginning of time to unite heaven and earth under the sovereign rule of God’s Son.  That plan was advanced by God electing a people who are predestined to bring praise and glory to God because of His amazing grace in Jesus Christ.
The wonder of that grace is enhanced once we understand the nature and character of those God chose to be His people.  Paul’s graphic portrait of all humanity (in Chapter 2) highlighted the spiritual deadness and corruption of their nature which resulted in the condemnation of God’s wrath.  Shining in the midst of this darkness these words beam:  “But God.”  He did it all.  As a result, for all eternity, you and I will stand as trophies of His grace, saved by God through no merit or effort of our own, simply by faith.  Even our faith in Christ’s redeeming work is a gift.  By that faith God places us into the Body of Christ and calls us His own to serve Him.
But how does He mold us into His one family, knowing how divided we are?  We live in a divided world, separated by cultures, geography, boundaries, traditions and prejudices.  In this section we will discover how God unites people-groups having no hope of a right relationship with a holy God, with a peculiar people to whom God chose to reveal Himself.  In Christ he breaks down the barriers and divisiveness between people and forms a dwelling place in which God lives by His Spirit – the Church.

I.  WE ARE PARTICIPANTS OF HOPE		Eph. 2:11-12
1. 	What problem did Paul ask the Ephesian gentile Christians to remember before they had become Christians?   Eph. 2:11

· What does it mean to be called “a gentile by birth?”  Acts 10:23; 11:2-3

· When Gentiles heard the word ‘circumcision’, what should they have recognized?   Jn. 4:22


· What did the rite of circumcision emphasize to the Old Testament believer?  Gen. 17:10; Deut. 10:4-6

2.	Why do you suppose Paul added the comment included in parenthesis? Eph. 2:11; Rom.2:24-25, 28-29; 4:11-12; Gal 5:2-3


3.	How does Paul describe the position of all gentiles before the coming of Christ? Eph. 2:12

· What does it mean to be “without hope” and “without God in the world?”


· Before Christ, what did a Gentile have to do in order to have hope and to be with God?      Jn. 4:22

4.	As you reflect on your testimony what do you need to remember about your past that will help you appreciate all the more what Christ has done for you? 


II.  WE ARE PARTAKERS WITH ISRAEL		Eph. 2:13-18
1. 	How are those who were “excluded, aliens, and without hope” brought near to God?   Eph. 2:13


· What does the “blood of Christ” have to do with this?  Lev. 17:11; 	    Rom. 3:21-25

· In Romans 4, Paul argues how Abraham, a gentile, became righteous before God.  How would you explain Paul’s argument?  Rom. 4:3-13, 16


2.	In Ephesians 14 – 16, Paul states that Jesus breaks down the barrier that has separated people, cultures, and nationalities for centuries.

· What has been the “dividing wall of hostility?”  Eph. 2:14-15


· How did Jesus abolish the law and its regulations in his flesh?  Rom. 10:4;   Col 1:19-23; Heb. 2:14-15


3.	How does the cross of Christ reconcile people to God and to other people?       Col. 1:19; II Cor. 5:21; Matt. 18:32-33


· According to Galatians 2:20, how are people’s hostilities put to death through the cross of Christ?

· For what purpose did Christ end the hostility between Jews and Gentiles?  Eph. 2:15


4.	What is the result of believing the message of Christ’s peace?  Eph. 2:17-18; 3:12;  Heb. 9:8, 14



III.  WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD’S DWELLING		Eph. 2:19-22
1. 	How does Ephesians 2:19 describe Gentile believers who have received Christ?


· What changes in one’s relationship with God has come about to those who are in Christ Jesus?  Compare Eph. 2:19 with Eph. 2:13.  


· How might these statements be a shock to the Jewish religious legalists of Paul’s day?


2.	How do Paul’s pictures of the church (as the new citizenship, a new family and a new temple) explain the reconciling work of Christ?  Eph. 2:19-22


3.	From Ephesians 2: 16, 18, and 22, what do you learn about the work of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit in the creation of the church?


4.	In what ways are the prophets and apostles the foundation of God’s household – the church?  II Pet. 1:19-21; Acts 9:15; I Cor. 4:9; Rev. 21:14




CONCLUSION
Christianity is not simply about individuals having a personal relationship with God.  At the cross of Jesus, God also places us into His family, the church.  There He requires us to be fitted together, reflecting a relational bonding which displays His presence.
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