UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
9.  Living in Love and As Light 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 5:1-14
THEME:  	While living in loving fellowship with other believers, we are also to reflect the living presence of a Holy God.

INTRODUCTION 
As we continue in our understanding of who we are as the church, Paul has portrayed it using three images:  a body (Eph 1:20; 3:6); a family (Eph. 2:19; 3:14-15); and a holy temple (Eph 2:20-22).  Each of these images shows us not only what the church is like, but what the church is.
The Biblical picture of the church as a body reminds us that we are called to carry out the intentions of the mind or the head.  So, it is our calling to live out a life of service, carrying out the intentions of our head, Jesus Christ.  The Biblical picture of the church as a family reminds us that the church is called to a life of love.  As the human family is the context for growth and intimacy, so the family of God is the context in which God’s love is expressed.  Here we welcome each other, care for each other, and help each other row in spiritual maturity.
In this section we will discover what it means for the church “to become a holy temple of the Lord.”  (Eph. 2:21)  If the church is a holy temple, then we Christians are to live as “a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”  Living together as a holy temple calls for us to reject dark things, sinful behavior and the lifestyle of the world.  Instead, we are to build our commitment to goodness, righteousness and truth.  All these are learned within the context of the Body of Christ, as the family of God, living together as the dwelling place of God.
As the church we are to live under the headship of Christ, living in loving relationships, and being the light of Christ lighting up our dark world.

I.  REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE		Eph. 5:1-5
1. 	How are Christians described in Ephesians 5:1-3, 8?

· Why is it important that Christians remember who they are in Christ?  Rom. 12:2; I Cor. 6:19-20

2.	What are Christians called to do?   Eph. 5:1

· What are some character traits of God that we should imitate?  Eph. 4:32; Rom. 5:8; Psa. 103:13; Isa. 40:11; Rom. 2:4; Heb. 20:23

· How can one be an imitator without being a hypocrite?  Matt. 6:1; Jn. 1:12-13; Eph. 5:1-2

3.	What does Paul point to as the example of a Christian life of love?  Eph. 5:2

· How do you envision Christians living like that?

4.	Having described the ‘temple’ life in which God is pleased to dwell, in direct contrast, what kind of behavior is described in Ephesians 5:3?

· Why do you think greed is listed with sexual sin in both Ephesians 4:19 and 5:3?

· What kind of speech is not fitting for Christians?  Eph. 5:4



· What kind of speech is appropriate?  Eph. 4:29; 5:4b


5.	Read Ephesians 5:5 with I Corinthians 6:9-11.  What similarities do you find?

· What hope do you find for people described in Ephesians 5:3-5 in light of I Corinthians 6:11?



II.  RECOGNIZE THE INFLUENCE OF FRIENDS		Eph. 5:6-10
1. 	What warning does Paul give to believers?  Eph. 5:6-7

· How are people deceived by empty words?  Col 2:4,8, 20-23; Heb. 13:9; I Cor. 6:14-16

· Why should Christians not become partners with non-Christians?  Eph. 5:5


2.	According to Ephesians 5:8, what is the condition of every non-Christian, and what change takes place after he receives Christ?


· What is a lifestyle challenge for every Christian?  Eph. 5:8-9; Matt 5:14-16


· Who has delivered us from darkness to light?  I Pet. 2:9

3.	What must we produce in life if we are to be light?  Eph. 5:9; Gal. 5:22-23


4.	What is implied by Ephesians 5:10?  How do we do that?  Psa. 69:30-31; Rom 8:8-9; I Thess. 4:1, 3-7; II Tim. 3:15-17


5.	In what ways can friends and acquaintances be a negative influence on Christians?


III.  REALIZE THE IMPACT OF A GODLY LIFE		Eph. 5:11-14
1. 	By accepting the fact that Christians are the “holy temple of God,” what warning does Paul give?  Eph. 5:11

· What are the “fruitless deeds of darkness?”  I Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-20

· How does a Christian expose them?  Matt. 18;15-17; Jn. 3:19-21; Gal. 6:1; II Tim.4:2

2.	What do you think is the logic or purpose behind Paul’s statement in Ephesians 5:12?  Prov. 10:23; Isa. 5:20; Matt. 12:19-20


3.	What is the Christian’s resource that exposes everything?  Eph. 5:13; Jn. 8:12; Psa. 119:105; Prov. 6:23; Heb. 4:12-13


4.	What call does Paul make to those who are not children of light?  Eph. 5:14


· Compare the words of Ephesians 5:14 with Isaiah 60:1.  Who does Paul say that Christ is?

· What does the analogy of unbelievers being a ‘sleeper’ tell you about their state of mind?



CONCLUSION
Once again we learn who we are as the church:  a body, a family, and (in this section) a holy temple.  As children of light, the light of Jesus Christ shines in us and through us.  When we do this, we expose darkness for what it is.
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