UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
5.  The Mystery of Unity in Christ

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 3:1-13
THEME:  	The uniting of Jew and Gentile into one body was a hidden revelation in the Old Testament.

INTRODUCTION 
The flow of thought in this third chapter emerges from Chapter 2.  Verses 11-18 teach that Christ’s great act of reconciliation brought sinners to God, and welded them together into one new creation.  “One new man,” (vs. 15) was formed in Christ from individuals of different cultures and backgrounds.  Some of these differences were rooted in hostility, yet through Christ they were made irrelevant, and inter-personal peace came due to a shared access to God the Father.
Paul then concludes Chapter 2 by emphasizing that the church – both as a household and a living temple – rests on one foundation, Jesus Christ.  He has made both Jew and Gentile one man.
As Paul continues in Ephesians 3, he calls the church a “mystery.”  A mystery in scripture is not like some ‘Who-done-it’ novels we like to read.  Rather, it is a facet of God’s plan made available to Christians which was not made clear in the Old Testament.  The Old Testament scripture however, did make it clear from the beginning that, through the Jewish people; God intended to bless the Gentiles.  (Gen. 12:1-3)
The mystery here is the fact that the Gentiles would be “heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise of Christ Jesus.”  While Isaiah and others foretold that the Gentiles would one day be saved (Isa. 42:6-7; 49:6), the Jew always understood that theirs would be the dominant position.  Gentiles would have to become Jews to be saved.  The unexpected aspect of God’s plan was that Jews and Gentiles would share God’s grace equally.  This created some resentment and resistance to the gospel by early Jewish Christians.  Think about this:  If we are not careful even today, we can fall into the same trap.  We too can resent others who unexpectedly receive the grace of God when they don’t fit into our traditional expectations.

I.  THE MYSTERY EXPOSED		Eph. 3:1-6
1. 	According to Ephesians 3:1, why did Paul go to prison?

· Read Acts 21 and be familiar with the circumstances that led to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.  Who seized Paul and what was the charge against him?   Acts 21:21-36



· When Paul appeared before Governor Festus, what problem did Festus have in bringing charges against Paul?  Acts 25:13-27


· While imprisoned in Rome, what did Paul do?  Acts 28:16-31


2.	How did Paul gain insight into this mystery of God’s grace? Eph. 3:2-3; Acts 9:15-16; Gal. 1:12, 15-17


3.	What do we learn about this mystery as to its being made known?       Eph. 3:4-5


· Read Colossians 1:25-27 (which is similar to Eph. 3:2-6).  What is our hope for glory as Christians according to these verses?


4.	What specifically is this hidden mystery that was now revealed?  Eph. 3:6


· Even though the prophets of the Old Testament let it be known that Gentiles could one day be saved (Isa. 42:6-7; 49:6) what was the sticky point with Jewish listeners?

II.  THE MYSTERY EXPRESSED		Eph. 3:7-11
1. 	How was Paul enabled to become a servant of God?  Eph. 3:7


· What is the process of becoming Christ’s servant for Christians?  Rom. 12:1-8


2.	How does Paul describe himself in Eph. 3:7-8?


· Why do you suppose he views himself in this way?  Acts 26:9-11


· To whom did he give the credit for all that was accomplished?  Eph. 3:7-8


· What does the term “unsearchable” mean to you as used to describe the riches of Christ?  Eph. 3:8; Rom. 11:33-36


3.	Although this mystery had been hidden in God, it was now to be preached to all people.  By what means was this to happen?   Eph. 3:9-10

· In using the term “church” who is Paul pointing to in carrying out this responsibility?   I Pet. 2:9-10


· Who does Peter say is longing to look into the wisdom of God?   I Pet. 1:12

III.  THE MYSTERY EXPLAINED		Eph. 3:12-13
1. 	How does  Ephesians 1:4-10, clarify Ephesians 3:11?


2.	How may anyone who has faith in Jesus Christ approach God?  	Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:15-16; 10:19-22


· What has Christ done so we may approach God with freedom?  Explain.

· What gives you confidence and freedom in approaching God?


3.	Why were Paul’s sufferings the glory of the Ephesians?  	Eph. 3:13; Gal. 4:19; II Cor. 3:9; 6:3-5, 11-13


4.	Since the message and mystery has been entrusted to us as the church, are you able to express this message to someone the Holy Spirit leads you to?


· Study Titus 3:3-8.  Put this verse  into your own words.  How does it help express your faith.




CONCLUSION
The church does not exist simply for the purpose of saving souls, though that is a marvelous and important work.  The supreme purpose of the church is to glorify God by exalting His wisdom and giving praise for His amazing grace. Are you doing that?
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