UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
3.  God’s Amazing Grace

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 2:1-10
THEME:  	Realizing our hopeless and helpless past lifts up God’s amazing grace to be seen throughout eternity.

INTRODUCTION 
It’s not easy!  But, it’s important for us to be totally honest with ourselves and God.  After painting a splendid picture of God’s plan, provision and power to bring about the Church as Christ’s living body, which offers praise to His glory, Paul’s graphic portrait turns horrible.
It’s as though Paul wants his readers to know what God had to work with to form the church.  We need to understand what the material was from which God constructs His church.  This mass of corruption is what God intends to use to display His glory and the beauty of His holiness.
“This was you,” Paul says as he begins this second chapter.  “Dead in transgressions and sins ….”  Death is one of the most devastating and complex Biblical concept.  We somewhat grasp biological death; a dead body cannot sense or respond to the material world.  In spiritual death, Paul is saying that one’s spirit is out of relationship with God and cannot sense or even respond to God.  In much the same way that the physical body decays, spiritually dead people become infested with all kinds of corruptible behavior.
The Good News in this chapter describes what we once were apart from Christ. But now, through God’s amazing grace in Christ it describes what we have become.  Thank God that He looked beyond our condition and saw our need; that He saw fit to devise a way to make us His own, in spite of ourselves.
We Christians are not to deny our past!  We’re to remember and realize that in spite of what we were; God loved us and made us His own.  He then, by His amazing grace, adopts us into his family – the Church – simply by faith; believing what He did and said is true.
I.  WHAT WE ONCE WERE		Eph. 2:1-3
Before we can fully appreciate what God did for us by the power of His grace, we must fully understand what we were by nature.
1. 	Before conversion, what is the spiritual condition of every human being? Eph. 2:1

· Take a few minutes to think through the term “dead.”  Describe it.

· What is the inevitable result of sin in our lives?  Isa. 59:2; Rom. 3:9-12

2.	What three characteristics mark the condition of a person without Christ?		   Eph. 2:2-3

· Who is the “ruler of the kingdom of the air?”  What do you learn about him from the following verses?  Jn. 8:44; II Cor. 11:3,14-15; Heb. 2:14; I Pet. 5:8


· How do the following verses describe “our sinful nature?”  Rom. 1:21-23, 25; Gal 5:19-21; Eph. 5:3-5

· What does it mean to be “objects of God’s wrath?”  Jn. 3:36; Rom. 1:18; Rom. 2:8; Eph. 5:6; Rev. 20:14-15

3.	How does Paul’s description help you to see every living person apart from the saving work of Christ?


II.  HOW GOD CHANGED THAT		Eph. 2:4-6
We were objects of God’s wrath, “but God ….”
1. 	What motivated God to make those who were dead alive with Christ?  Eph. 2:4


· Define mercy.

· What do the following verses tell you about God’s love?  Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8;  I Jn. 4:10; Rev. 1:5


2.	Ephesians 2:5 states simply “by grace you have been saved.”  Paul then goes on to define more clearly what that means.  What three things does he say that God did in saving us?  Eph. 2:5-6


· Who is the only source of spiritual life?  Jn. 11:25; I Jn. 5:12

· How is that spiritual life given to us?  Jn. 1:12-13; Rom. 8:11

3.	What position has God given believers in Christ by his power?  How do the following verses help you to understand what Ephesians 2:6 means?                Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:1-4; Rom. 12:1-2


III.  WHY GOD DID IT		Eph. 2:7
In Ephesians 2:6, Paul tells us that we have been raised from spiritual death and seated with Christ in the heavenlies.
1. 	Why did God do this?		Eph. 2:7

· How would you define grace?

· How does Titus 3:5-7 help you to understand Ephesians 2:7?


2.	What do you think it means to be “seated with Christ in the heavenlies?”

IV.  HOW WE ARE INCLUDED	 	 Eph. 2:8-10
These words summarize the Good News of salvation through Christ.
1. 	What becomes the means of salvation?   Eph. 2:8

· What part does faith play in our salvation?  Jn. 3:14-16; 5:29; Rom. 10:8-11; 1:16-17


· How must we view our faith in Christ?  Eph. 2:8


2.	Considering our pre-salvation condition  why is it foolish to think we could affect salvation by ourselves?   Eph. 2:12

· What is the only thing in which we can boast?  Ps. 34:2-3; Jer. 9:23-24

· Read Romans 11:5-6.  What is said about grace and works?

3.	How is the believer God’s “work of art?”

· What is the place of “good works” in a believer’s life?  	Matt. 5:16;  Jn. 2:17-18; Titus 2:7-8

· How do you see God’s creative workmanship operating in your life?



CONCLUSION
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound ….”  Take time to thank God for His grace toward you.
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