UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
13.  The Power of a Praying Church 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 6:18-24
THEME:  	Praying for others with sincerity and perseverance in God’s immeasurable grace is the great blessing and power of the church.

INTRODUCTION 
With this lesson we conclude our study of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  This letter is concise in its language, yet comprehensive in it scope.  It is profound in its theology of God’s plan, creation formation, and makeup of the church as the body, family and holy temple of God.  Yet, it is practical in its application of how the newly formed entity is to live and fulfill its purpose.
As discussed in the last lesson, believers must remember that, as the body, family and holy temple of God, they are engaged in a cosmic, life-long conflict.  Our battle ultimately has to do with Satan and his principalities and powers.  Satan has been defeated by Christ at the cross and His empty tomb.  He goes after the people of God.  As he is a wily and dangerous foe, committed to the destruction of Christ’s church, the believers need to put on the armor of God for protection.
Ephesians begins by lifting us up to the heavenlies, but it ends by pulling us down on our knees.  To continue in our ministry as the Body of Christ, to faithfully reflect Christ’s love as His family, and to boldly walk as the children of light in a dark world, we not only need spiritual armor, but also corporate, continual and fervent prayer.  God’s armor is neither mechanical nor magical.  We cannot simply take hold of it on our own and expect it to automatically perform supernatural feats.  Likewise, prayer is not merely another godly weapon, as important as those weapons are.  All the while that we are engaged in daily living we need to remember that a battle is going on.  We need to be putting on our armor each day; putting on each piece with prayer.  Prayer is the very spiritual air that the soldier of Christ breathes.  Prayer is the all-pervasive strategy in a Christian’s daily life to be lived.  Paul’s closing admonition for believers to “pray at all times” is not accidental.  It is the climatic truth of the entire epistle.  Prayer takes a belief system and turns it into a living relationship with the living Lord.

I.  PERSONAL SPIRITUAL STRENGTH		Eph. 6:18
1. 	As Paul concludes his list of spiritual armor for Christians, what is his admonition to the believer?

· What does it mean to pray in the Spirit?  Jn. 16:24; Rom. 8:26-27; Eph. 5:18;  I Jn. 5:14


2.	What is the frequency of prayer?

· From the following scripture, what instructions are given concerning how often we should pray?  Lu. 21:36; Acts 2:42; Rom. 12:2; Col. 4:2; I Thess. 5:17

· What was Jesus deepest prayer for His disciples?  Jn. 17:3  How would faithfulness in prayer enable that?

	

3.	As the Apostle references “all kinds of prayers and requests”, what are some different kinds of prayers we can pray?
· Psa. 107:1-2

· Psa. 135:1-3

· Psa. 32:1-5

· Psa. 13:1-6

· Phil. 1:3-6

4.	In what manner ought believers to pray?  I Pet. 4:7; I Cor. 14:15

· For most Christians, prayers focus on physical needs and problem areas.  Throughout the Pauline Epistles what were the prayers of Paul most centered on?  I Cor. 1:4-7; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-11; II Thess. 1:11-12

5.	Elsewhere Paul commands Christians to pray for unbelievers, for government leaders and for others.  Who does he focus on here?   Eph. 6:18

· Why do you think it’s important to pray for fellow Christians?  Gal. 6:1-2

6.	How does prayer fit in with putting on the armor of God?


II.  PASSIONATE SPEAKING WITH BOLDNESS	Eph. 6:19-20
1. 	What is Paul’s request in Ephesians 6:19?

· What is his situation?  Eph. 6:20

· Notice the objects of Paul’s prayer list.  What request is strangely absent?   Acts 12:13

· What is Paul’s heartfelt desire?  Col. 4:3-4

· What is the “mystery of the Gospel?”  Eph. 3:4-6


2.	What does Ephesians 6:19-20 tell you about spiritual warfare?


3.	How does Paul view himself even while in his most difficult circumstances?  II Cor. 5:20-21; Phil. 1:12-14


4.	What are thoughts expressed by Paul is his request in Ephesians 6:19-20 that are things you would like to have someone pray about for your life?


III.  PURPOSE DRIVEN SUPPLICATION FOR OTHERS	Eph. 6:21-24
1. 	Realizing that the Ephesian Christians could not pray specifically or intelligently for him without more information, what does he inform them of?  Eph. 6:21


· What do we know about Paul’s situation?  Acts 20:4-6; Col. 4:7; II Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12


2.	What do you learn here about the importance of a team ministry?


· In addition to informing the Ephesian believers, what else did this man do?


3.	Paul closes his letter with a benediction.  What blessing does he call for?  Eph. 6:23


· How are each emphasized by Paul in this letter?  Eph. 2:14-17; 2:8; 3:12; 4:2, 15-16


4.	How does Paul powerfully conclude his blessing?    Eph. 6:24




CONCLUSION
God has provided His church with the resources it needs to fight its spiritual battles.  But, prayer is the avenue of communication with the commander in chief.  We cannot use our weapons and defenses adequately without remaining in close communication with our Lord through prayer.  How important is prayer in your life?
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