UNDERSTANDING WHO WE ARE AS THE CHURCH
10.  Living Wisely in A Non-Christian World 

SCRIPTURE:  Ephesians 5:15-21
THEME:  	The wise believer takes life seriously, seeks God’s will and responds to the Spirit with praise to God and love for other believers.

INTRODUCTION 
By reviewing the teachings in Ephesians, we can see a major difference between the church and our culture.  Competitiveness and individualism is valued by our society.  In school we work individually and compete for top honors and grades.  In business the company that grows makes the best product.  Each salesman works to make his quota, to be on the top for the month or year.  These are the marks of our culture.
Within the church of Christ, we enter another world.  Here we see a living body made up of different members, interdependently growing by ministering to one another, building up each other as each person shares in Christ’s ministry.  Not competition, but cooperation is the heart of the Christian lifestyle.
Like a family, the church is more concerned with the needs of brothers and sisters than their accomplishments.  It is more committed to love than competition.  As “dearly loved children,” we are to live a life of love that reflects Christ’s example as well as His living presence.
In Ephesians 2, Paul reminds us that we are like a holy temple where God dwells.  This reality encourages us not to use others for our gain, but to encourage, bless, and protect them.  Holy living will eventually expose evil for what it really is.
But, living our new identity in Christ will also bring us into direct conflict with our society, its culture and worldview.  How then shall we live?  In this section the Apostle Paul lays out some basic principles, perspectives, and strategies.  Christians need to live with godly wisdom, seek God’s will and consciously live in the personal presence of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
I.  LEARN TO LIVE WITH GODLY WISDOM		Eph. 5:15-16
1. 	What important advice does God’s word give to us in Ephesians 5:15?

· From the following scripture, how would you describe a person who lives wisely?  Job 28:28; Psa. 1:1-2; Matt. 7:24; Jas. 3:17
· What are characteristics of unwise people?  Psa. 49:13; Psa. 53:1; Prov. 15:5, 14; 18:13; 20:3; Rom. 1:22-23


· How would you apply Paul’s warning “be careful….?”  Prov. 2:1-6; 3:5-6;     II Cor. 10:12-13; Gal. 6:7-8; I Tim. 6:9


· From where can God’s people gain godly wisdom?  I Cor. 1:30-31; 2:12-16;  Col. 2:2-4; II Tim. 3:15-17; Jas. 1:5

2.	What point do you think Paul is making by encouraging the church to make “the most of every opportunity?”  Eph. 5:16; Gal. 6:9-10; Jn. 9:4; Col. 4:5-6; I Pet. 3:15-16


· How does the Apostle evaluate the times in which he was living?


· What behavior would you point to today to conclude that the days are evil?

3.	When you come to the final years of your life, (like the Apostle Paul in II Timothy 4:7) what legacy would you like to leave behind?


4.	What reality must we always keep in mind to be encouraged to live with godly wisdom?  Psa. 39:4-5; 90:12; Jas. 4:13-14
		



II.  LOOK FOR GOD’S WILL AND THE SPIRIT’S GUIDANCE	Eph. 5:17-18
1. 	For a Christian not to be foolish what must he understand?  Eph. 5:17

· What are some scriptural descriptions of God’s will?  Jn. 6:40; I Thess. 4:3; 5:16-18; Heb 13:17; I Pet. 4:19


· What factors must be in place for believers to be able to test and approve what God’s will is?  Rom. 12:1-2


2.	To know God’s will we also must know God’s Word.  What are the guidelines concerning God’s will in these verses in Proverbs?
· Prov. 3:5-6

· Prov. 16:3

· Prov. 16:9

3.	To have a healthy walk with God, what are we to be filled with?  Eph. 5:18

· Why do you suppose this admonition is preceded by a reference to drunkenness?  Prov. 23:19-21, 29-37; 20:1

· Is being “filled with the Spirit” the same as being “baptized by one Spirit?”      I Cor. 12:13  Explain.


· How are we to understand the term “be filled” in relation to the Holy Spirit?   I Cor. 6:18-19; Rom. 8:5-7; II Cor. 3:18


III.  LIFT UP SONGS OF PRAISE TO CHRIST		Eph. 5:19-21
1. 	What are evidences of a spirit-filled life?  Eph. 5:19; Psa. 40:3; Jas. 5:13


· When a believer walks in the spirit, what is manifested in his life?  Jn. 15:11;  Gal. 5:22

2.	What categories of music are listed in Ephesians 5:19?
· How would you distinguish between them?


· Among whom do believers sing?


· Aside from singing, how else do we make music?  Psa. 150:3-6

3.	Who is the focus of all worship and praise?  Why must we remember this?

4.	Ephesians 5:20 tells us when, for what, how and to whom the spirit-filled believer is to be thankful.
· When are we to be thankful?  Deut. 8:10; I Thess. 5:18

· For what are we to give thanks?  Rom. 8:28-29; Phil. 4:6-7

· How are we to be thankful?  Rev. 5:9-10, 12

· To whom are we to be thankful?  Eph. 1:3


CONCLUSION
Living life as a Christian in a non-Christian world can be challenging and difficult.  But God has given us His wisdom to see life as He intended us to live.  He has revealed to us His will and power of His Holy Spirit.  What lifts our hearts is not only His Word, but the joy of knowing Christ who has put a new song in our hearts.  How are you making this a reality?
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